There are two important omissions in a textbook which has been otherwise brought well up to date. Wegener's granulomatosis does not appear in the text, though its importance in oral diagnosis is now well established. Burkitt's tumour, with its unique jaw manifestations and eetiological implications is not included.
The standard of illustrations is very high, and the format with double columns pleasant to read. There is little doubt that Burket's 'Oral Medicine' is the best available book on the subject, and caters for both undergraduate and postgraduate demands. The third edition of this now standard textbook has been made as up to date as the time lag between writing and publication permits. The authors' intentions remain unchanged, the book being written to bridge the gap between elementary textbooks and specialist reviews and monographs. As the title states, it is concerned with the biological and chemical aspects of basic bacteriology; ideas and principles have been emphasized, rather than facts. Fourteen chapters cover in some detail the appearance, properties,reproduction and biochemistry of bacteria. In no sense a textbook of medical bacteriology, it would serve as a background for the serious student of pure bacteriology, soil or medical bacteriology, food technology or industrial bacteriology. There can be no doubt about the growing dependence of surgery upon the basic sciences in this field, and it is quite clear that the surgeon can only play an effective role by constantly drawing on these resources and attempting to contribute to them in return. The monograph eminently succeeds in this direction and surgeons will be able to obtain a comprehensive view of the crucial problems. In addition biologists involved in this field will find the volume most useful. Less information however has been given on the clinical problems of organ transplantation in man. The index is excellent and should prove most useful to all workers in transplantation biology. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1965 Autoimmune phenomena are now being found in an increasing number of human diseases. Their significance varies in different conditions and many of the contributors to this symposium stress the differences between diseases in which there are organ-specific antibodies, such as Hashimoto's disease and autoimmune hmmolytic anemia, and those in which there may be antibodies against a wide variety of tissues, such as systemic lupus erythematosus and the other connective tissue diseases.
Many aspects of autoimmunity are covered, starting with the methods used in investigation of these diseases. Experimental work in animals, particularly in rheumatic fever, rheumatoid arthritis, thyroid disease and ulcerative colitis, is linked with the clinical syndromes. The significance of finding thyroid antibodies in patients with Graves' disease and primary myxcedema is discussed; the finding of gastric antibodies in patients with thyroid disease and vice versa is of considerable interest.
The practical result of work on gastric antibodies has led to a simple immunological method of measuring intrinsic factor which will be of great advantage in the future.
There is also a chapter on autoimmunity and the thymus and it is perhaps a pity that this section is so short.
In a rapidly expanding subject like autoimmunity it is often difficult to find a brief yrt upto-date and balanced account of the present position in one book. Being written by experts actively engaged in research or in the care of patients with these diseases, this small volume supplies this need admirably.
